
Bridgend Primary School Parent Council 
Minutes of Meeting incorporating AGM (via Google Meet) 
Wednesday 8th September 2021 at 7pm 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 
In Attendance 
Susan Low (Chair), Kelly Dallas (Secretary), Alan Murray (Treasurer), Carole Anderson, Cheryl Anderson, Michelle 
Booth, Tara Donaldson, Gemma Dunnett, Jo Dziadowski, Mandy Gill, Nicola Macdonald, Amanda Mackenzie, Gillian 
Murray, Claire Owen, Sophie Stewart, Victoria McCarthy (Head Teacher), Alan McHardy (Deputy Head Teacher), and 
Audrey Grant (Principal Teacher). 
 
Apologies 
Kirsty Gallie, Gemma Lennox, Catriona Smith, Karla Angus (Alness Active Schools), and Cllr Pauline Munro. 
 
SL thanked and welcomed all for attending. 
 
PUPIL COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
AMcH confirmed that a virtual assembly was held on Monday and the classes have been asked to start the election 
process to elect their representatives.   They are looking for 1 representative from each class in P1- P3/4 and two 
representatives from each class in P4/5- P7. 
 
 
REVIEW OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (2ND JUNE 2021) 
 
No matters arising not already covered by the agenda. 
 
 
ELECTION TO OFFICE BEARER POSTS 
 
SL asked if there was anyone who would like to put themselves forward for any of the positions, with both herself and 
KD intimating that they were stepping down from the office bearer roles. 

Treasurer – in the absence of anyone putting themselves forward, AM confirmed he was happy to continue in role. 

Secretary – AMacK advised that she would take on the role if no one else could do it.  Agreed and seconded by the 
group. 

Chair – initially no one wished to be considered for the role.  It was confirmed that without a Chair the PC could not 
continue and would need to fold, and this needed to be put out to the school community advising them of this. 

Correspondence to be put out to parents/carers encouraging more new people to attend.  AMacK suggested making 
it clear that Chair is not a big big role, they don’t do everything.  Include information on what the PC has done over 
the years, what we have raised and the extra items we have been able to purchase for the school, e.g. additional smart 
boards, iPads, etc and if the PC folds the kids will miss out on this sort of stuff. 
 
CaA asked if the role could possibly be shared.  VMcC advised that we could have a Chair and Vice-Chair.  ChA agreed 
that this was a good idea, especially for new parents coming into the PC. 
 
SL stated that there is a whole group of parents/carers behind the Chair, helping out and making decisions together, 
it is not all on the Chair’s plate.  It is about manning the emails, admin for the FB page and Chairing the meetings. 
 
Following further discussions MB and CO put themselves forward as Chair (seconded by SL) & Vice Chair (seconded by 
KD).  
 
VMcC wished to thank those who stepped forward to take on the roles. 
 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
AM confirmed that there had not been much movement but after receipt of income from Highland Council for the 
signs and expenditure items in relation of the signs, P7 leavers ice creams and vouchers for bikeability volunteers there 
is £1,261.61 in the account with £986.38 being available to spend (minus money left for future Covid project). 
 
SL confirmed that the Council had provided money for the banners and the money was then passed onto school who 
had purchased them. 
 
 
HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT 
 
VMcC provided the following update – 

 A very busy start, some restrictions lifted allowing for more events to be planned. 

 Swimming- starting with P7 and then a focus on the children in P5/6, P6 and P7 who are not strong swimmers. 
This will then be rolled out to the P5 children following the October holiday. 

 P7 – 2 x day trips to Loch Insh had been organised for Friday 10th September and Friday 17th September 2021. 

 Karla – Junior Sports Leader training had started. 

 Cross Country with Mr McH is hoped to start before the end of term with a real push after the October holiday. 

 Rugby will be introduced to the P5/6, P6 /7 and P7 classes for a taster session prior to the October holiday and 
further lessons next term. 

 ASG decision regarding photographers stating that they will not be allowed in currently due to high Covid case 
numbers at the moment. 

 P1 class photos to appear in Ross-shire shortly, photo was taken by staff. 

 Staff are currently reviewing the assessments they use to gather information about the children’s progress. 
Staff are also involved in a Science Training programme supported the SSERC the Scottish Schools Education 
Research Centre which will support the teaching of science across the school. 

 In-service – look at curriculum, planning topics for school year ahead. 

 Main focus for nursery staff will be packing items away.  The modular buildings arriving on 11th September 
with internal work as soon as possible.  It is still hoped that the new building will be in use after the October 
holidays.  Facilities staff will move items from current nursery to the new build.  The children will return 
Tuesday 26th October to allow staff to get things ready on Monday 25th. 

 Survey to be issued next week regarding behaviour policy. 

 Visit from Roger Ball with regard the installation of CCTV and a new FOB entry system.  Big problem with 
vandalism most weekends. 

 Discussions had been held with Ian Graham re. school travel plan.  Access ramp being re-looked at.  He also 
review congestion on Perrins Road and Shillinghill. As a temporary measure looking at installing a “gutter” 
style ramp on either side of the stairs to allow children to push their bikes up the steps easier without having 
to struggle carrying it up.  IG would like to come to next PC to get our views and concerns. 

 The Day of Dot – on 15th September 2021, children to come to school with dots on or just a single dot.  
Recognising courage, creativity, and learning the importance of collaboration. 

VMcC wished to thank KD for her work on the PC over the years and SL for stepping into the breach and taking over 
the role of Chair when Katie stepped down. 

Morrisons are doing gardening vouchers for every £10 spend in the shop and the school has been signed up to it. 
 
 
 
 
 



ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Covid 
SL sought further clarification of information being issued regarding Covid cases in the school.  VMcC confirmed that 
it is NHS Highland who provide the letters to send out to parents.  There are lots of different things to take into account 
and different situations to be considered, e.g. number of cases, location of transmission, etc.  The information posted 
on FB about other schools should not have gone out.  The protocol is that when a case is identified they phone NHS 
Highland and Highland Council, and they provide information to send out.  
 
Fundraisers 
As a potential fundraiser AMacK suggested the children designing their own Christmas cards.  She had looked at various 
websites, but found some very expensive.  Although she had found one website where every child could design their 
own card and everyone would get one copy with envelope, even without an order being placed.  So if parents were 
unable to order they would still have one.   
 
The early the orders are put in the better, with the Early Bird offer being 12 cards for £3.00.  The PC could set the price 
we charge, e.g. £4.00, in a bid to raise funds.  They also did wrapping paper, mugs, and other personalised items. 
 
One big order for the school could put in with orders being returned to the school.  VMcC said that this could be done, 
but they would need to know soon so it can be planned in to be done during the last week before the October holidays. 
 
Following discussion it was agreed that this idea should be progressed as soon as possible. 
 
AMacK thought that as the Easter Egg Hunt had been a great success, we could perhaps do something similar for 
Halloween and Christmas.  NMacD and MG happy to help. 
 
SeeSaw 
ChA asked how much is it being used? Could the parent comments be switched on?  VMcC indicated that it would be 
difficult for teachers to monitor this aspect.  AMcH confirmed the decision had been made to switch this feature off 
as the idea was that parents/carers should contact school via phone or email if there were any concerns or points to 
be raised with the class teachers and it was felt that important things could perhaps go unnoticed.  It should be used 
as a tool to talk to your child about what has been going on in class.   
 
As things progress further into the school year posts will be more individual.  Is there an aim on how much is posted?  
There is to be a balance of literacy, numeracy, etc and how often, giving a broad range across the whole year.   VMcC 
confirmed that the expectation is that there would be a minimum of 2 posts for every child (including nursery) for 
every week.   
 
Nursery 
TD asked how long the nursery children get for lunch.  VMcC confirmed that the food normally arrives 11.40am and is 
there until between 12.15pm-12.30pm.  There are set times for snacks, with snack mid-morning before going outside, 
however snacks are not left out.  AG said there used to be rolling snack but due to Covid restrictions they cannot 
currently do this. 
 
TD sought further clarification what was said about the Behaviour policy – a survey is to be issued to parents/carers 
to gather information and views which will influence what goes into and the wording of the Policy.  She may look to 
at setting up a small working group after this process to update policy. 
 
SL reminded the PC that we could apply to the Alness Community Council for match funding of monies raised if there 
was a specific thing we were raising funds for.  VMcC indicated that the school is always in need of something and they 
will have a think about they would like/need. 
 
Thanks 
Both SL and KD wished to thank the PC for their gifts and their support over the years.  They will still be attending 
meetings, will be there for advice and support and happy to help out at events, etc. 
 
 



DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 
Dates for the next year were set at - 
 

 Wednesday 3rd November 2021 

 Wednesday 26th January 2022 

 Wednesday 16th March 2022 

 Wednesday 11th May 2022 
 
 


